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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and in 
accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 and § 1.98, the Examiner's 
attention is directed to the documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 
Copies of the listed information are also enclosed. 

Information in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign Patent Office in the corresponding International 
application. A copy of that communication is submitted herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months 
of the U.S. filing date or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. No statement or fee is required (37 CFR § 1.97(b)). 

CONCLUSION 
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It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by 
the Examiner and that a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be initialed and 
returned indicating that such information has been considered. 



Please address all correspondence to: 

Epson Research and Development, Inc. 
Intellectual Property Department 
150 River Oaks Parkway, Suite 225 
San Jose, CA 95134 
Customer No. 20178 
Phone: (408) 952-6000 
Fax: (408) 954-9058 
Date: February 2, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 



Michael T. Gabrik 
Registration No. 32,896 
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